
Chattooga Quarterly. - -

_ Winter/Spring - • • • 2008 

 , .... .-... .,-� 

Insid-e 

"PROTECTED LANDS" IN. THE T AMt\SSEE QUADRANGLE AREA OF THE CJJATTOOGA RIVER HEADWATERS 
The Ellicott Rock Wilderness Study Area, Big Mountain and Bee Cove Road/ess Areas needfurther protections 

• • • -
, • _ - _ • 1 map Crf!ated by Hugh Irwin· 

Director's Page ....... n••:•:v••···-··········2 - Watershed_Up�ate � .... ;� ......... : .. : .. 11 
Peregrine Falcons.-....... ; ... �············3, • Bitd W�lk FRIDAY MAy'23RD········;··_'I5. 
JatnaSsee Quad .-. .-� .................. ; ..... • ·-: 5 ·� Memb�rs' Pages ... : ....... ; ............. 16 

. ) ' 

Ellicott Rock Wilderness Study Area 
Inventoried Roadless Areas 

' C 

Ctiaftahdoehe 
National 
Forest 

1.5 

' 



2 Chattooga Quarterly 

. . -
.. Dlr~c~or'~ ~age -..... 

Buzz Williams . By word· of possible explanation, the agency would rather have • 
_ potential ·access for management than see-the land designated , 

In my article "The Tamass;e Quad," in this issue of the • wilderness, and iose the a12ility-to revive these old, unmainfainea 
Chattooga Quarterly, reference is made to "prote~ted landsJ' I - roads. As a result, the Forest.Service-seems to be.slowly 
used-this term-in the relative sense, beca~se man:rriade rules and disqualifying_roadless areas with each successive round offo~est 
r.egulations'for protecting wildlands can and do get changed·. plan reyisions. - • • 
What is protecte4 today may not ne protected·under a n~w • 
rule. Worse yet, mies are ambiguous. When this is the case, - • ' What about the 2,999 acres Bee C9ve Roadless Area that did 
wildlands iµanagemerit is a matter of interpretation. Often, land make it on to the officialfy designated list? That's a problem, 
managers_ believe that a protected i,t.iius such as "wilderness" too. In t):ie Final Revised Forest Plan for the Sumter National -
Qr a ','J;oadless" designation w1ll limit their ability to m;mage. Forest, dated 2004, the Forest Sei-vice decided that they would -. • 
Tfiis sometimes leads to a bias against roadless or wilderness allow road-building i~ 2,54 i acres of the Bee Cove Roadless • • 
designati9n. , The present :.tatus of vast areas . in ·and linked to the . Area. · Most of this area where they, could b_uiJd roads, if_they 
Chattooga-River Basin eeosysterri that rieed prote?tion is a very • found a good reason, :would he in the White Roe~ S.cenic Area. 
tenuous situation. In o_tber wo.,rds, the Forest Service· has decided that their plans 

In order to explore the idea of better protection for wild lands, 
it is 'critical to define just what a wild land ;eally is. Roadless 

, for managemen~ of a roadless area is to allow road0building in 
85%. of the' area. Deja_ vu all over ·again. • 

areas and design~ted wilderness are tnore . ------------ Sooner or later the-Forest Service-will get around 
rep'resentative of ';true wild lands" than wi1d • In., the Final Revised · to con~ucting another roadless area inventory. 
and scenic rivers because by definition, these -Fores{Plan for the . My guess is' that aftei .a period of time, these ; 
areas are large blecks ofr1;:mote unroa~e1 back Sumter Na(ional Fo_rest currently inventoried roadless ar_eas will see 
country, Wliereas, "wild"_sections of.wild and (dated 2004) the Bee some road building where'it.is al!owed under 
scenic rivers can be narrow unbuffered corridors. • Cove Roadless Area existing forest management-guidelines. If this is 

. This is espe-cially-~e in the eastei:n:u. S. • shrank from about 6,000 thy case; as it w;s_ with the last re-inventory after 
acres to 2,999 acres; a period of management, the Bee Cove Roadless 

~eriodically, the Forest Se.rvice conducts an Area will shrink even further. · • ' 
inventory of natio~al forest -lands to determine • at the same time, the 
if any areas are qualified for possible wilderness · ForeSIService decide<./ Ultil:na,tely, permanent protection for 
designation.: What that boils down !O is that ' .they would allow road- .roadless areas and wilderness will depend on 
inventoried "roadless areas'' iri the.eastern U. S. · building in 2,547 a_cre~ management decisions made on the- principles .of 

·are those lands that contained less than 1 mile of of the Roadless Area. coriserva!ion biology, instead of a game ;f.be~I): 
-'. 'officially designate\! ro'ads'·' per 1 ;ooo acres and • ------------ _counting, where-you eat the btans as you go. In 
are, therefore; eligible to become wilderness . • So, _ order for this to happen, congress will have to 
one,definiti9J1 of wild lands iri the easte~ U. S. coutd be those rewrite th.e Forest Service's mission to one that places wildlands 
areas that are either already_ designated wilderness areas or_ those and ecosystem management ahead of tim~er production a~d 
"roadless" lands thatate qualified to J?ecome wilderness areas. Joad-building. 

' 
' There are also lands that.should have been inventoried as 

roadless, but•w~re not. The Bee Cove Roadless Area, which: 
I describe as ~riticai wilcf lands in my article on the Tamassee 
Quadrangle, rec~ntly sprnnk from a~out 6,000 acres to 2,999 
acres When the Sumter National Forest revised their forest-

• I / ' 

plan in 2004. As it happened, when the Fote.st Service 
inventoried .the ~ee Cove area, they counted. twp old k>gging 
roads as-•officially designa!ed roads. These ~oads are at present, 
unmainta_ined and choked with_ fallett trees. · The fact is that_ the 
J:orest Service nev~r JJSes these roads, b_ut •they came in handy 
when counting road miles for roadless area designation. Wlien 
they counted these two old ,logging roads and applied some other 
new,criteria about '-'sights and sounds/ about half,ofthe former 
Persimmon Mountain Roadless Area{a.k.a . .Bee Cove) was 
disqualified for the f\eW inventory. 

'1 

·, 

In the· meantime, we need immediate protection for what we 
-have right now. The solution is whh a bill winding its wciy- • 

• through c~ngress called H. R. 2516, or the Natio'nal R9adless 
Area Conservatic;m Act This oil! would codify-the Roadl~ss 
Area Conservation R,µle that was put in place as Bill Clinton 
!~ft office on· Jan~iary 12, 200 l .' This nile would protect all 
remaip.ing inventorie_d areas in the national forest system. . 
Unfortunately, George Bush has been lookini for a way aroiind 
the Roadless Rule .during his whole time in offic~. No\\:, as 
he is about to leav~, President Bush is taking a page out of 
tlinto~'s book a11d is' tryjng in.his 11 th hour to pass his own rule 
to nullify the RoadlessJ~ule. : Unless citizens weigh .in with their 

_ congressional represep.tatives to pass the·National Roadless . • 
Area Conservation Act, Bush: will en,;1ct his rule aed the Forest 
Servi_c~ will be b~ck as usual trying to disqualify an,d manage 

· roadless areas to death. • -
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Buzz Williams 

To see a Peregrine Falcon flash out of the sky like a th1;1nderbolt, 
tum.on a razor sharp wing with breathtak1ng &gjlity and 

• disappe~r i1;1to the .distance wit~ a blaze of speed, can.only . 
conjure musings of a higher power. Undoubtedly, this ,is the 
bird th;t inspirec! the Nadv~ American myth that earned it the 
name ''Thunderbird. ~' . • 

, . 

:. 

The Peregrine Falcon is a great provider for its young 
hatchlings. About the size ofa crow (females' are larger than 
ma~es at about 1.9 pounds), the Peregrine will take on prey 
much larger-even ducks- and therefore is sometimes called 
the "duck hawk." Peregrines hkve big feet that are ·used to 
del1ver a hard blow from a diving "stoop," which hav,e been 
clocked at,up to 270 m:p.h. Equipped· \Yith strong talons alild'i 

. unique "notched" beak like a ~an opener, pereg~ines knock their 
·prey -sensele~s from a dive, _then catch and dispatch the fallen 

Peregrine Falcons inhabit every continent except Antarctica. • bird;in a death grip, all in mid-air. ., • 
The name peregrine means_ "pilgrim'; or "wanderer" owing ~ 

to its wide range_ and , .-----· -~-----~~--~-----------, The breeding habit of !h~. 
migratory patterns. The ~eregrip.e i_s monogamous, 
inspirational power of this and they are very territorial 
magnjficent raptm '.goes . with breeding pai-r.s nesting 
back to prehistoric times in a_bout five miles ap,art. They -
Egypt, China; Europe, and ·' are also prol)e to abandon • 
the Americas. Primitive , their n~st if disturbed, all of • 
hunters and warriors revered which:tend to 1imit popu~ation 
the ,Peregrine- Falcon for expansion. Yet because . 
its desired qualities of. ., they are very adept hunters, 
speed, courage, agility, their populations have been 
keen eye sight, and sheer traditionally stable. 
power. I~ fact, for North 
A~erican I~dians', the ,. 
inspirational qualities 6f 
the Peregrine trarlscended 
into the ethereal. They 
believed that -Peregrines · 
were messengers frOJll 'the 
G~eat Spirit.. Consequently, 
the stylized traits of the 
-falcon resembling,the 
dark, helmet-lik~ plumage, - • 
patterns _that extend from • 
bene~th the eye down t4e 
sides of its head appear on 
arrci~nt gorgets and pottery 
fo~nd in archeological sites -
throughout_ the Americas_: 
Archeologists refer to this , 

Thi~ changed rndically in the 
1950s when Peregrine Falcon 
populations mysteriously 
pl1,1mmeted. · The mystery 
began to unravel in Wales in 
1960, when homing pigeon 
enth!,.lsiasts petitioned tp.e 
British goverrrrnent toJift 
the ban on kilUng Peregrine 
Falcons. Petitioners claimed 
tha't rising populations ·of 
falcons were kitling their 
pigeons. A oiologist named 
Derek Ratcliffe was assigned . 
to look into the .complaint,. 
Ratcliffe .knew that falcons 
return every year to the same 
nests of their ancestoi-s.--as the "forked 'eye motif' in 

the Southeastern ceremonial 
complex. • 

.__ ______ , ·-,----,-----------------...... He studied ornithological 
· , - Peregr,ine Fu/cons dispatch prey by delivering·a hard blOJi! , . reco;ds.and talked to 

, with their feet.from a"high speed, diying :"stoop" • falconers;birdwatchers and • 
The Peregrine Falcon is an 
amazingly adaptable -species. 

thalhas been measured at up to 27f m.p,h. · _ egg colle<,;fors to nnd out 

It prefers to iay ,eggs in a depression on a sheltered cliff ledge 
but will also nest in tall trees, isqlated p~a~ pogs, and in the · 
?,bandoned nest of other raptors._ The falcon will lay frorµ, one 
!<?, four beautiful cream colo.red yggs, 1nbttled with red or dark 
brown· markings: The female usually sets -the eggs while the 
male hunts for fooci during the month-long incubatio°' period. · 

where traditional Peregrine 
, Falcon nestip.g sites were located. Ratcliffe visited_ the sites 

fo see which ones were being used fornesting by Peregrine~. 
He found that only 8% of the nesting sites were being used. 
Upon further investigation, Ratdiffe found that ,Peregrine nests 
contained'many broken egg shell fragments. ·-In s_ome active 
sites, he discoyered that Peregrines were eating their own eggs. 

3 
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Peregrine Falco:p.s 

At about the._same time that.Rafcliffe was studying Peregrines 
in, Wales, a biologist from Wisconsin named Joseph Hickey, , 
who was also interested in Peregrines, 'had heard rumors that the 
Peregrine populatJons in the United States were deplining. He 
also began looking into the facts. Hickey's findings, like those 
-of Ratcliffe, were shocking. He found that the Peregrin,efalcon 
·nad disappeared from eastern North America. Studies in 36 
countries ·soon prod~c~d similar findings. ,. 

· One prevalent theory.explaining the.precipitous decline of the 
Peregrine Falco~ ·was that it was linked to the increased use of 
pew synthetic pestici~es. One by one the clues added up until 
the theory was proven. Hickey had made previous inventories 
.of Peregi:in_e populations in the 1940s arid found them to be 
flourishing. The very first evidence of populatio!-1 declines' 
dated _to the 1950~. This pinpointed the time frame-for the 
·d<:cline. It was also known that the allied forces during World 
War II had developed a new pesticide containing synthetic ~ 

,;organochlorides." This powerful insecticide was known as 
DDT After World War II, DDT and other powe~futpestfoide;; 
such as, aldrin and dieldrin were used to treat seetls in Britain, • 
which were eaten in great quantities by hoiuing pigeons. In fact, 
the use of :i;>DT on a _world-w~dtr scale grew dramat1callY, after , 

• I 

World War IL • • 

' -Stylized traits of the Peregrine Falcon appear on 
• ancientgorgets and pottery found at 

Native American archeological sites. 

• ' 
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Researchers were , 
soon documep.ting • - • 
the eff~cts of DDT 

- ori wildlife. Back in 
Britain, Ratcliffe came 
up with a the~ry ·that 
Peregrine eggs .were 
breaking because their 
shells had developed 
too thin,_related to 
the side effects of the 
.DDT. He prnved this 
• theory by measuring 
the thickness of b_roken 
Pe~egrine eggs from 
nests used after World · 
War II and those from 
eggs collected prior to _ 
the war0 . After further 
analysis, DDT was 
found to be present in 
the ,broken egg_ shells 
in ?igh q11antities. 
It was concluded 
that DDT affected 
Jhe calcific.ation of 
egg_shells, which 
caused eggs. to break 

The story of the decline of 
inany species of birds_ due 
to the effects of DDT and 
other lethal pesticides was 
brought tr ihe forefront 

by Rqchel Carson's book, 
Silent Sprin,:. • -

Carson's powerful and 
compassionate book 
inspired congress to 
ban DDT and other 
dangerous, untested · 

pesticides and brought 
. about an amazing - . 
effort to recover the 

, Peregrine Falcon. In 
fact, Rachel_ Carson's 

compassionate advocacy 
for protecting .our 

environment is certainly 
at the foundation of the 

environmental movement. 

prematurely. In Britain, it was also documented that Peregrine 
F~lcon populations were 0!-1 the upswing after banningdieldrin 
and clldrin. Enough evidence had Iiow been gathere<;l to prove 

. conclusively that Peregrine populations were 1n declin~ because 
of the harmful effects of DDT and'other pesticides. • 

-
In 1970, the Peregrine Falcon was listed as an endangered 
species a~d a desperate recovery program was begun. Today 
Peregrines have rebounded due to effectivs;: reintroduction 

. programs headed up by the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service in 
concert with state wildlife agencies. 

Today the Peregrines have recover~d to the point that they · 
I ~ • ; 

. h;:tve been removed from the engangered species list, but much 
recovery w.ork must continue if Peregrines are to be once 
again abundantin our Southern Appalachian Mounti:iins. In 

• our area, one,ofthe best places to see Peregrine Falcons is in 
the headwaters of the Chattooga River watershed.at Whiteside 
Mountain. 

This spring d_uring Peregrine Falcon breeding seas0n, go up and 
• watch for this incredible raptor. With a little luck you may· see . . 

a young male performing some amazing acrobatics to attract a 
mate. If so, you also may be inspired by a message· from the . 
"great spirit" to help educate others about the importance .of 
continuing the-recovery of this' amazing.creature. • 
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T_he _Taµiasse~ ··Quadrangle -
' . . 

B uzi Williams to apply principles of conservation biology to protect, buffer, 
and link core wikllands for enhancing the viability of native 

This i-s the see:ond in a' series of articles that explores the - , .species. Th¢' added value of outstanding backcountry recreation, 
Chattooga River watershed by t~king a 9lose look at individual whether it be trout fishing, hiking, camping; bird watching or 
sections as defined by U. S. Geological Survey quadrangle · whitewater paddling in these beautiful scenic lands provide a 
·maps. Our fi~t article appeared in the Chattooga Quarterly _ respite for th~ sou( The area is also rich in cultural heritage. 
winter 2006 issue, and started with the Cashiers quad located_ in The combination _of all these attributes makes this area a high 
the northeaste;n sector of the Chattooga wat~rshed. • This article priority for the Chattooga Conservancy's miss~on to ensure 
will .take a look at theTamassee quad that lies due south of the the viability of native species, pteserve cultural heritage, and' 
• Gashiers' quad, north- of the Walhalla quad, west of the · Salem promote the watershed as a place of learning and recreation. • 
quad, and e,ast of the S_'.1tolah quad. 

' The area encompassed by the Tamass~e Ql_lad covers the most 
• ' - ~ 

remote part o(the Chattooga River Gorge, which is one of seven 
river gorges falling sharply off of the Blue Ridge Escarpment • 
on the eastern side of the Continental Divide. In aqdition 
to the.· Chattooga, remote river gorges occur on the Chauga; 
Whitewaterl Thompson, Horsepastu~e, Tox,!way and Eastatoe 
Rivers. The portion of the Blue.Ridge Mountain Range that 
runs frbm the state line between North Carolina and South 

• Carolina, above th'e'-Greenville watershed to the Highlands 
Plateau, is very steep. · Here, sh~rp ridges altemating with 
"spectacular gorges" (Du¥ond) radiate .to, the s9uth, off of the 
"Bhie W-all" (anothe.r name for this sectio-n of the escarpntent). 
The exception is the Chattooga River, which flows to-the -
southwest, barred by Chattooga 'Ridge_of the· same directi_onal 
• orientation. The Chattooga is also the longest, · and .has the least 
gradient of its six sistei:escarp·ment rivers . While the Chattooga, -
do~s not have 'any falls that would compare to the spectacular 
Whitewate~ Falls on tlie Whitewater River, or Rainbow •. • 

. and Windy Falls on the Horsepastu,re River, it has several 
magnificent, swift_ "mirii" gorges at ~hatfooga Cliffs, from Big 
Bend Falls through the Rock Gorg~-to Lick Log Creek, and at 
the Five Falls on·section IV 

There are other factors that make this area a very special place. 
On the steep, southeastern side of Chattooga Ridge there are 
many beautiful waterfalls. The geologyjs al.so _unique in t)1at 
the Brevard Fault, with its rich circumneutral soils, runs aci:oss 
the ridge to the southwest. Gold was once found in commercial 

I . 

quantities to the north of Tamassee, Townes and Cheoliee, 
Creeks. ·The geology: also hefp~d form t~e cultural history @f 

/ the area: Native Atnertcans once thrived in the fert~le flooq . 
plain at the base .of Chattooga Ridge, on its smith~astem front. 
Ancient trails, many of which were later used by early s,ettlers1 • 

followed the creeks ang ridges up over gaps in Chattooga Ridge 
at Burrells .ford and Nicholson Ford. 

, - • 

- Tm: TAMASSEE QUAD IS A c.ru'ncAL CoRE AREA 
' - • 

The great~st value of this 'area rs the p~esence or large blocks of 
relatively undisturbed native habitat inhabited by populatJ.ons 
of sensitive., rare, and endangered species of plants and animal. 
The wildlands of the Tamassee Quad provide a great opportunity 

,/ . . ' ~ 

' 
Protected lands in the Tamassee Quad inolude the Ellicott , 
Rock Wilderness Area, Ellicott Rock Roadless Areas I & ir, 
Big Mountain Roadless Area, Bee Cove Roadless Area, White 
Rock Scenic Area, Chattooga Wild and ScE:nic River Corridor, 
part of Oconee State Park, the Walhalla Fish Hatchery and the, 
Piedmont Tree N_ursery .. This cluster of protected-lands forms 

• a "core" area as defined in terms of conservation biology. 
-This core area is strategically linked to other protected lands -
to the northeast, ·and across to th~, Blue Ridge Escarpment, 
Duke Energy lands,0 and inio the Jocassee Gorge and the -

• M_oun~ain Bridge Wilderness Area. The ·linkage& also exteri~ 
to the west anci.southwe_st il)to the Chattooga Wild and Scenic 
River Corridor ancf the Chattahoochee National Forest, aud 
to the north into the Nantahala National Forest. Overall, this 

• irriportant core area of protecteq lands pro;ides a critical role-as 
a safe haven for native species in pi:eserving biologic_al diversity. 

TRAILS _ 

Maintained trails within the Tamassee Quad areil include 
segments of the Chattooga River Trail, East Fork Trail, Foothills 

• Trail, Big Bend Trail, and the Winding Stairs Trail. The trails 
are evidence of the rich cult\lral heritage of the area, 'that 

• includes at least three.old Indian town sites located·at the base 
of the eastern side.of the Chattooga Riv~r escarpme~t. -Linked 
to these town sites :are also two significant old trails: the 
Upper Cherokee Path to the Overhill Towns, which ascends the 
Winding Stairs Trail to Burrells Ford, and 'the 'old Nicholson 
Ford Road that crosses the Chattooga Ridge in a gap.west of,. 
Dodge Mountain, a1_1d tnat once was used by settlers and Native 
Americans traveling between Ocbnee StatiQn and the Chattooga 
River at Nicholson Ford; just above the Cherokee village site 
knowp as Chattooga Old ·'Fown. 

A LOOK AT THE MAP 

A-portion of the Chattooga River watershed lies--ih the northwest. 
comer of the Tamas see Quad. The watershed is delineated 
by the rim of Chattooga Ridge, and stretches along a sJring of 
mountains ruqning north by northwest from the lower left hand 
comer of the quad to just above the Walhalla Fish Hatchery at 
the top of the quad in the middle, and encompasses that part 
of the Chattooga basin across the Rock Gorge and Ellicott 
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Tamc1:ssee Quad • 

_ . Ro<2k Wilderness Area to the ~op left hand ~omer of the quad • 
in nof1:heast Georgia, just bel_ow the North Carolina line. State 
Highway 107 roughly follows the spine of the Chattooga Ridge 
escarpment arid runs-down from the north, until sloughing 
off southward into the Village Creek commu~ity and passing 
Oconee State Park en toute to Walhalla. 

' · 

To the south, uetween Long Mountain 'and Chattooga Ridge, lie 
the headwaters of the Chau_ga River at Village Creek· Following 
Chattooga Ridge to the northeast, you will find a myriad of 
small branches and creeks falling 'precipitously from Chattooga 
Ridge toward the southeast and down some of the steepest, most 
rugged and biologically diverse country in the Southern Blue 
Ridge Escarpment,_ ' 

At the base of the esca_rpment, headwater streams converge·to 
form Cheohe~, Knox, Townes and Tamassee Creeks, which flow 
through a plain where Cherokee villages once flourished: These 
~treams combine with otlJ_ers flowing from th~ north to form the 
Little River, which then flows into the Keowee R~ver near Old _ 
Fort Prince George, a frontier fort dating to the mid 1700s that 
once guarded the gateway to the Cherokee Nation at Keowee 
Village, just across the river. _ Highway 11 , also known as· the 
Gherokee Foothills ScenicHighway, cuts off the comer of the , 
Tamassee Quad:at the Tamassee DAR Scho9l. 

At the extreme northeastern comer of the qµad are·Howard and 
Limber Pole Creeks, ,w1).ich flow into Lake Jocassee below Duke 
Energy's Bad Creek pump storage area and lower, Whitewater • 
Falls. Highway 130 traverses this sector, aQd comes from the 
tOWI). of Salem-tp.at is located about five miles to the south, 
and just north on Highway 11 from the DAR School. To the 
north and just over into the Cashiers Quad, Highway 130 
converges with Highway NC 281 from the left coming ftom the 
Walhalla Fish Hatchery on Highway 107, NC 281 continues 
on past Upper Whitewater Falls, crossing the Thompson and 
Horsepasture Rivers and eventually conn~cting with Highway 
64 between the towns of Cashiers and Toxaway, North Carolina. 

THE CHATTOOGA. WATERSHED IN '!'HE TAMASSEE QUAD 

The sector of the Chattooga River basin represented on the 
Tamassee Quad is truly spectacular. The river crosses the 
northwest comer of the quad and runs through the lower 
south~astem third of the -Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area. The 
wilderness boundary runs just west of Chattooga 13--1dge at the 
top of the quad, and down a spur of Ellicott Mountain called · 
Slatten Ridge, which separates· Indian Camp Creek from the 
East Fork.of the Chattooga River near Highway 107. The 
wilderness area boundary then runs down to the Walhalla ~ 
Fish Hatchery, where it crosses the East Fork just below the 
Chattooga Picnic Area that was built around 193? by the · . 
Civilian Conservation Corps. :rhe boundary then follows 
the hatchery access road until it reaches a gap on a spur of 

Medlin Mountain very near Chattooga Ridge, where it turns 
to follow the spine along Medlin ~fountain up to its summit 
at 3,141 feet, then descending to the Chattooga River below 
Spoonauger Creek .and Sp?onauger Falls. Here, the wilderness 
area boundary follows the river downstream along the state 
line b~tween South Carolina and Georgia for about ¼ mile, 
until it reaches Harden Creek coming in from the Georgia side 
approximately ¼ mile above Burrells Ford. The boundary then 
climbs a ridge up Bee Bait Mountain to the"westem cilge of the 
quad. Following the map boundary, it turns due north across -
Harden Creek. and over the should.er of Red _Side Mountain, · 
splitting the Georgia side of Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area to 
.the north'Yest comer of the quad. From that comer the quad 
run's due east back -ip.to South Carolina,. crossing the river just 
above its confluence with Bad Creek and just below Ellicott 
Rock and the state line with North Carolina, then across Bad 
Creek and alongthe north side of Fork Mountain (3,294 feet), . 
and across Indian Camp Branch and back to Slatten Ridge. 

The Burrells Ford Road (FS 708) turns off Highway 107 on · 
the north side of Ridley Mountain and runs west crossing King 
Creek and follows it to Burrells Ford. The road runs about½· 
mile south of the wilderness boundary. Two "roadless areas" 
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as defined bythe For;est Service, called Ellicott Rock I (300 
acres) and Ellicott Rock II (530 acres) have been re~ommended 
by the Forest Service to congress as extension& to EllicotUlock 
Wilderness Are~, and would expand the wilderness area toward 
Burrells Ford Road in.the south and towards Highway 107to 
the east 

The East Fork of the Chattooga·heads up at MulkyGap'in North · 
Carolina near the intersection of Highway l 07 and the Bull Pen · 
Road. It flows down the west side of Chattooga Ridge, crossing 
under the road and back again at Sloan Bridge, then flo~ing 
southwest beneath-Slatten Ridge and down to the Walhalla Fish 
Hatchery where it converges with Indian Camp Branch at the 
edge of Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area. Here at the Chattooga 
Picnic ~ea, the East Fork flows 'through one of the last 

. remaining patches of old growth Hemlock/White Pine forests 
left in the Chattooga River watershed .. From the hatchery the 
East Fork plunges west through rugged wilderness, between 
the steep slopes of Fork l'4ountain to the north and Medlin . 
Mountain to the south, and finds its w~y to the Chattooga about 

• two miles north ofBurreils Ford. The 2.4 mile East ForkTrail 
that follows the East Fork of the Chattooga from the Walhalla , 
Fish Hatchery to tlie main Chattooga offers a great hike through 
a botanical fe~st for the.senses. Here a diverse array of habitats 
rnngihg from shaded spray zones, rock outcrops, White pine 
forests, rich coves, and Canadian hemlock forests_provide . 
habitat for what L. L. Gaddy calls " One of the most diverse 
and significant natural areas in the northwestern portion of 
South Carolina." Dr. Gaddy, in his book A Naturalist's Guide 
to the Southern Blue Ridge Front, has identified three speci_es 
in the East Fork that have not been recorded anywhere else in 
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South Carolina, including the Large-Flowered Trillium (TrilliunJ 
grandifiorum), Fort Mountain Sedge (Carex amplisquama) and 
Wood's Sedge ( Carex woodi). • , 

Some historians believe an old Indian trail followed the East 
Fork from a Cherokee village called Kanuga on Indian Camp • 
Branch, to the Chattooga and a ford about ½ mile downstream 
of the confluence with the East Fork. Documentation for this . 
trail comes from an old map drawn in 1761 by John Stuart, then 
British Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

The Foothills Trail coming from Sloan Bridge crosses the 
Walhalla Fish Hatchery access road not far from Highway _107 
at an elevation of2,380 ft. From a small parking lot here, the 
trail leads 3.3 miles across Medlin Mountain to the Chattooga 
RiverTrail, joining it very near the·parking lot at Burrells Ford. 
This section of the Foothills Trail traverses through some high 
and dry oak-pine forest ;;tnd has some 
goocl views. 

The Chattooga River Trail, gofng to 
the right from the intersection with 
the Foothills Trail, leads about a mile 
through the Ellicott Rock Wilderness <:1nd 
descends to the river where it intersects 
t4e ·traii going up to Spoonauger Falls. 
One mile further is the confluence or . 
the East Fork and the main Chattooga. 
Ellicott Roc;k is another 1.8 miles to 
the north, just beyond the edge of the 
Tamassee quad and just below the 
intersection with the Bad Cre.ek Ti;ail to 
the right and the Ellicott R:ock: Trail going 
left across the river into. Georgia. 

From the intersection of the Foothills 
Trail and the Chattooga.River Trail going 
downstream, the two trails share the same 
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the Rock 'Gorge, the river falls over sheer drops and down 
narrow sluiceways between large boulders and near vertical 
rock faces forming some of the best whitewater in the southeast. 

( 

The 2,332-acre Big Mountain Roadless Area is bounded by 
the border of the Sumter National Forest at the river, and runs 
towards Chattooga Ridge and the Big Bend Road. When 
c~mbined with adjacent roadless areas in Georgia a.cross from 
the Rock Gorge, along with the Ellicott Rock I and II Roadless 
Area.s and the 2,999 acre Bee Cove Roadless Area across 
Highway 107 at the Walhalla Fish Hatchery, this area represents 
approximately 7,000 acres of roadless areas that are eligible 
for wilderness designation. Roadless areas are critical because 
roadlessness; or the inherent lack of access, results in restricted 
use and therefore preserves wifdness . Powerful special interest 
groups are constantly pushing for access into roadless areas with 
demands for more trails, access roads, timber roads, and acc_ess 

for whitewater boating and trout fishing. 

Access to this section of th_e Chattooga 
watershed is by the Foothills/Chattooga 
River Trail from.the north, which 
follows the river down from Burrells 
Ford past the King Creek Trail. Then, 
after 2.5 miles the trail intersects with 
the Big Bend Trail coming in from the 
left, about 3 miles from Cherry Hill 
Camp Ground ovenm Highway 107. 
At mile 3.3 from Burrells Ford, the trail 
reaches a path down to Big Bend Falls: 
Below Big Bend, the trail cli~bs ~round 
Round Top Mountain and back down 

. tread. Downstream about 1/2 mile, the 
Foothills/Chattooga River Trail crosses 

• Showy Orchi,ds are, one of the exceptional 
wildflowers growing in the 

Tamassee quad's Brevard Zone soils. 

to the river where a small stream joins 
the Chattooga. from the Georgia side, 
coming from Salt Trough Gap between 
B-ig Mountain and Rand Mountain. At 
5.5 miles below Burrells Ford is Simms -
Field, that was formerly accessed by • 
early settlers and loggers from the Big 
Bend Road. The trail then ascends to the 

the Burrells Ford Ro_ad just above a parking lot. From here the 
trail leads to and crosses King Creek. A.spur to the left takes 
you to King Creek Falls. 

The Chattooga River flowing from Burrells Ford through the 
Rock Gorge is at the heart of Chattooga back country. The 
small mountain stream has grown into a -mountain river worthy 
of the name. It laces itself back and fourth between steep spurs . 
off of Mill Mountain, Round Top, and Chattooga Ridge in South • 
Carolin~ and Rand Mountain and Big Mountain in Georgia, 
until flattening out near ~ick Log Creek and Old Nicholson 
Ford. The Chattooga drops on the average of about 50 feet per 
mile between·Burrells Ford and Lick Log Creek at the bottom 
southwest comet: of the quad. But at Big Bend Falls and within 

side of a steep ridge and makes a sweep high above and around 
the Rock Gorge,. and then between two hills for another 1.8 
miles to an intersection. Here at Lick Log Creek, the Foothills 
Trail splits off from the Chattooga River Trail and leads up 
the OldNicholson Ford Road°past a couple of parking l_ots 
near Thrift Lake, and then left up towards Dodge-Mountain to 
Chattooga Ridge, where the Tamassee Road intersects Highway 
107. The total distance from the Chattooga River at Lick Log , 
to Chatto(?ga Ridge is 2.3 miles. From Lick Log Creek, the 
Chattooga River Trail_ continues off the quad map, on down the 
_Chattooga from Lick Log Creek 3:7 miles to high~ay 28. 

The Big Bend Falls/Rock Gorge area can also be accessed by 
driving 'th_e ~ig ~end Road (Forest Service Road 709) from_ 
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Cherry Hill Camp Ground to an intersection with the Big 
Bend Trail closer to the river. The Upper Cherokee Path to the 
Overhill Towns passed near th½. intersection of the Big Bend 
Road and Highway 107 at Cherry Hill Campgrou~d. _ 

CULTURAL HISTORY 

It is easy to imagine the route 
taken by early settlers over the 
old Cherokee trail that led from 
villages at Cheohe~ Valley up the 
Winding Stairs Trail to Cherry 
Hill. Several old cemeteries 
in the area give testimony of 
the migration of settlers from 
the base of the Blue Ridge 
Esc;arpment to the hard life 
'in the mountains. At Burrells 
Cemetery, one finds three graves . 
in a row dated 1901, 1902 and 
1903. These graves all mark 
i;iewbom children of the Burrell 
family who probably died of 
scarlet fever. Moody Springs 
Picnic Area, located just above 
Cherry Hill campground, was 
named for a settler- that once 
lived in Moody Cove where 
Lake Cheohee is today. Many 
settlers like Moody migrated up 
the nearby Winding Stairs Trail 
to establish new homes at Cherry 
Hill, while others like B,arak 
Norton and family followed the 
Cherokee trail on up Crane Creek 
and across Chattooga· Ridge to 
the west of Ridley Mountain, 
then down and across -King 
Creek where it led to Burreils 
Ford. The Nortons continued on 
over Car:ey Gap, up 'Hicks Creek . 

• and Cheohee further up_ Cheohee Creek, and another village at 
the confluence of Townes and Knox Creeks. A fi;ontier trading 
post known as Oconee Station was just across the ridge on 
Oconee Creek; near a village called Aconee that was situated at 
the base of Station Mountain (just off the map, on the Walhalla 
quad). Here, a trading path led up Station Cove to present day 
Oconee State Park, and then up Village Creek and branching off 
to the right onto the Nicholson Ford Road, or left towards ,the 

\ 

Lower Cherokee Path at Earls 
Ford. In the late 1700s Oconee 
Station was strategically 
located to establish a footing 
in the colonial deer skin trade 
network by dent of its position 
at the intersection of the trading 
trails that came down the 
Upper Cherokee Trail through 

• Cheohee Valley, or from across 
the Chattooga via the Station 

. Cove connections to the. lower 
Cherokee Path to the Overhill 
Towns that were across the 
river at Earls Ford. 

It was near the village of 
Tamassee where Revolutionary 
Wai- General Andrew Pickens 
engaged the Cherokee in what 
has been called the "Ring 
Fight," which occurred in a 
cane break on Tamassee Creek 
on August 12, 1775. The 
legend goes that the Americans 
were being harassed by the 
Cherokee, who had sided with . 
the British. In retaliation, 
Pickens led a force against the 
marauding Cherokee and found 
his small detachment of about 
30 militiamen surr.ounded 

' and through the Glades to Horse 
Cove, and then to Whiteside 
Cove. ·The Nortons obtained 
land directly from the Indians and 
became the first settlers in the 
Chattooga headwaters. 

Lee Falls on Tamassee Creek is one of the most beautiji,l 
waterfalls in the Tamassee quadrangle. photo by Rich Stevenson 

by the Cherokee, who were . 
masters of the "ambush." 
Picken; was well known and· 
respected as a wise and worthy 

opponent by the Cherokee, who 

The cultural history of the Chattooga watershed is linked 
directly to the communities that flourfahed at the base of the 
Blue Ridge Escarpment via these old pathways. In the mid-
1700s, the Cherokee had three villages that. were located in 
Cheohee Valley, in Tamassee near the-confluence ofTamassee 

' ' 

Creek and Cheohee Creek below present day Cherokee L4ke, 

.called him "Skiangusta," or 
the Wizard Owl. True to form, Pickens used .his knowledge of 
his ,enemy and retreated into the cane break for cover. There, 
he lit a fire in a circl~ around his men. The Cherokee warriors 
took the noise made by exploding cane as the sound of many 
guns and retreated, thinking they were vastly out numbered. 
Whether this actually happened ·is a matter of speculati~n based 
on sketchy accounts, but it makes a greatstory. This much we 
do know: General Pickens eventually settled near the site of the 

9 
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Ring Fight at Tamassee Village, and lived out his days in the 
-_ homeland of his old enemies. · Pickens died in 1817 in a rocking 
chair on his porch_at Tamassee. 

• The Treaty of 1816 sealed the fate of the few remaining 
Cherokee in the Tamassee area when they ceded all the land in 
northwest South Carolina to the United States. This was the 
period when the Nortons, Burr-ells, and other settlers used-the 
old trails to settle the isolated coves in the Chattooga River 
watershed. • 

The old trails were also used by early botanists who came· 
to study the rich flora of the Blue Ridge Escarpment These 
include Andre Michaux in 1787, and William Bartram in 1775. 
Michaux had been sent by France to explore the headwaters 
~of the Savannah River and bring baclc plants for the Park of 
Rambouillet. It was Michaux who 'discovered the Oconee . 
Bell in the' Jocassee Gorges in 1787, and then went up the 
Whitewater River to Chattooga Ridge and circled through the 
headwaters and over to the Little Tennessee River. Michaux 
then returned· into the €hat!ooga River watershed through 
Rabun Gap, crqssed a ridge at Court House Gap, went dow11 
Warwoman Creek, across the river at Earls Ford, and over 
Oconee Mountain back through Tamassee Village. 

William Bartram carhe over Oconee Mountain from Keowee 
Y.illage and across Village Creek, and then on to Earls Ford 
on hi_s journey cataloging the native vegetation and making 
valuable notes on the Cherokee lifestyle. The romanticized 
account of his journey appears in his book The Travels of 
William Bartram, arid inspired many great poets of his time. 
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called actinolite. The Brevard Zone soils stimulate the most. 
productive wildflower habitat in _the state of South Carolina. 
The Station Cove forest along Station Creek, very near the old 
trading post, yields annual displays of Showy Orchids, -Blue 
(:ohosh, the rare Walking Fem, Bloodroot, Canadian Violets, 
.and a host of other-rare wildflowers and sedges. Lee Falls on 
Tamas see Creek is one of the most be_autiful falls in the area, 
and is equally as rich in flora as Station Cove. 

• Other falls of note along the Tamassee quad'.s escarpment area 
are Hidden °Falls on Taniassee Creek, Miuka Falls on the West 
Fork of Townes Creek, and Secret Falls on Crane Creek. These 
waterfalls are accessible from the Winding Stairs Trail, while 
another named Bee Cove Falls is accessible from· a Forest 
Service road off qfHighway 107 above the Walhalla Fish 
Hatchery. • 

' As was the case•with the cultural -history of the area, the 
interesting places and points of natural history are abundant 
within the Tamassee quad. There are the beauiiful falls at Lick 
Log Creek; wi_th the lower drop falling almost straight into 
the Chattooga; there are die federally listed Small Whorled 
Pagonias on King Creek, which also.harbors. one of the last 
_populations of native Brook Trout in Sou_th C~rolina; and, there 
are the Blue Ghost Fireflies that appear only for a sliort period at 
Spoonauger Falls in April. A separate history _could be written 
about the gold and soapstone mines above Clieohee,Valley. Was / 
this the gold that the ruthless Spanish explorer Hernando De 

• Soto sought iii 1540? Did-he come up the Winding Stairs Trail? 
Is Cheohee-or Tamassee the lQst village ofXuala mentioned in 
De Soto's journals? These are all interesting questions that can 

1 only be answered by research and field study. This spring, go · 
There are: many other noted travelers, Indian agents, and soldiers out in the Tama~see quad and begin to discover its wonders. 
that journeyed thr01:1gh Chattooga country via trails through tl}e 
valleys of Oconee Creek, Cheohee Valley, and the Chauga River 
headwaters on the east side of Chattooga Ridge. So many, in 
fact, that it _would take volumes to do the subject justice. Suffice 
it to say that this "gateway" to th_e mountains is undeniably 
imp(!rtanr in the history of the Chattooga River watershe~. • 
, 

No article about this area would 'be complete without a word 
about the steep slope·s of the Chattooga escarpment, with 
its wonqrous concentration of beautiful waterfallf. and the 
biological diversity that exists on this seam between the high 
mountains and the foothills. High average rainfall- up to 80 
iriches.per year- combined with the fact that this area was 
never glaciated, has created an environment for the cdntinued 

a • ,,, ; 

existence 9f flora that was pushed down the Appalachian 
Mountain chain by the last Ice Age. Rich coves, and spray 
zones below cascading falls, are ideally suite,d· fQr many rare 
plants. Soils also play an i!11portant role in the evolution of • 
this area's flora. For example, the Brevard Zone, which runs 

- across the Statton Cove and Tamassee Creek drainages, has 
• very ric~ circumneutral soils originating from a parent' rock 

Resources to enjoy the Tamassee quad are; 
a United States Geological Survey Tamassee 
Quadrangle map; a map of Oconee County, South 
Carolina; The Waterfalls-of South Carolina. by 
Benjamin.Brooks .;1n9 Tim Cook: A NaturaHst'§ 
Guide to the Southern Blue Ridge Front, by LL 
Gaddy; Hiking Trails of th~ Southern Nantahala 
Wilderness, Ellicott Rock Wilderness. Chattooga 

_ National Wild and Scenic~River, by 'Tim Homan; 
.Guide to the Foothills Trail by the Foothills 
Trail Conference; and, a copy of Margaret Mills 
Seaborn's Map of Cherokee Towns (available 
at the Oconee County Library in Walhalla, SC). 
Several good history books to ~ead are Bartrams. 
Travels: Andre Michaux'~ Journeys in Oconee 
County: Benjamin Hawkin's Journeys Through 
Oconee Co!Jnty, by Margaret Mills Seabom; and 
"Floristic and Vascular Survey of the Chattooga 
River Gorge," by David M. DuMond {1970). 
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STEl{OA CREEi{ 'REPORT 

The Chattooga Conservancy was on the scene to discover 
another major sewage spill in the Stekoa Creek watershed that 
occurred during a recent rainy day in March. The site w11s· 
at Scott Creek; at a troublesome area ofnumerous sewyr line 
crossings and low-lying manholes t~at are in the stream bed, 
behind the Rabun County Civic Center and about•¼ mile, before 
Scott Creek flows into Stekoa Creek. This particular sewage 
spill was caused by rain water infiltrating the sewage collection 
system by way of various breaks in the lines, thus causing 
the sewer lines to fill beyond capacity and explode out of the 
collection system through a manhole cover. The fountain of raw 
sewage continued flowing for 
hours, subsiding as the rain 
run-off diminished. 

Is this sewage spill just 
another travesty for Stekoa 
Creek-business as usual 
for over 30 years in this 
dirty waterway, that is also 
i~famous as a polluted, major 
tributary to the National Wild 
~ Scenic Chattooga River? 
Perhaps not, a~ times might 
be changing. Hear this: in 
response to the contemporary 
water quality data 

in Stekoa Creek, and some funds will be forthcoming in the. 
_ fall of 2008. The:city has also upgraded their law enforcement 

authority in the areas of soil and .erosion control inspecfions, and 
. code compliance for ground disturbing activities. Concerning • 
the latter, the Clayton City Council also recently approved a 
moratorium on building iii the Stekoa Creek floodplain, that is 
in effect until the city abides by the requirements of their own 
flood plain ordinance. In addition, the Clayton City Coul'lcil is • 

. seeking resources an·d has applied for help in addressing erosion 
and sedimentation, flood plain encroachment, municipal water 
loss, and the failing sewer infrastructure. So wh.ile Stekoa 
Creek ~s just as dirty as ever, there are s~me new ~ttitudes at 
city hall that call for acknowledging the significance of Stekoa 

1 • Creek's polluted waters, and 
moving forward right now 
with solutions. 

Beginning this spring the 
Chatt~:ioga Conservancy, in 
cooperation with the U. S. 
Forest Service, will start 
collecting water samples 
at the confluence of Stekoa 
Creek and the Chattooga 
River, and at several m9re 
points on the river. The 
purpose here is to update 
water quality data while 
determining pollution levels ' 
in the Chattooga River that 

II 

assembled by the Chattooga 
Conservancy's water sampling 
program in Stekoa Creek, 

. · . . . , . . can be attributed to Stekoa · . 
Fountains of raw sewage flowing out of a manhole, then directly in to . k . .11 . 

Scott Creek (top 'right) near its confluence with Stekoa Creek; March 2008. Cree • We WI also_ contmue 
• weekly water samplmg at the Georgia Environmental 

Protection Division's (EPD) compliance and'enforcement 
division recently stated that they are going to "get back on 
track" with their agency's charge to help improve Stekoa's water 
quality. At the same time, the EPD has categorized t~is most 
recent sewage incident as a "major spill," which means that in 
excess of 10,000 gallons of raw sewage was leaked. This will, 
in turn, prompt a "notice of violation," i,ssued from the EPD to 
the City of Clayton. Further, the EPD says they expect to see a 
response from the City of Clayton that will include a corrective 
action plan for fixing the sewage collection infrastructure, and 
a time line for implementing this plan. There has also been talk 
in the EPD about issuing a new "consent order" for cleaning up 
Stekoa Creek, which would spell out specific actiop. steps that 
the City of c;:Iayton would have to implement under deadlines as 
well as threat of fines. 

Meanwhile, on the bright side, there is growing support at 
Clayton City Hall for starting the process of cleaning up _Stekoa 
Creek. For instance, the city worked in cooperation with the 
Chattooga Conservancy to apply for a 3 l 9(h) program grant to 
help work _on several issues t~at could.improve water quality 

numerous sites in the Stekoa Creek watershed within or near . • . . 

Clayton city limits, and keep the work of improving Stekoa's 
water quality at th.e forefront of our programs. 

Focus ON FLOOD PLAIN MANAGEMENT 

The Chattooga Conservancy recently organized a meeting 
in Clayton, GA, That included representatives from Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division, officials from Rabun 
County and the City of Clayton, Environmental Protection 
Agency, and the Rabun County Cha_pter of Trout Unlimited, to 
explore a plan for restoring the ecological-integrity of Stekoa , 
Creek. Flood plain management was a major item on the 
agenda, since much of the sediment in Stekoa Creek has been a 
direct result of filling Ln the creek;s flood plairi, and we expected 
additional flood plain filling to begin in the near future. 

One or two quick looks at Stekoa Creek's flood plain reve.als a 
sorry state of affairs, ranging from concrete embanknients on 
areas of the cr_eek proper, to piles of.debris, fill dirt, and rocks 
in other places, to mountains of _packed dirt upon which sit 
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developments. Just how did Stekoa's flood plain get to be so 
abused? 

In the early 1980s the City of Clayton withdrew from the 
National Flood Plain Insurance Program (NFIP), largely due to 
regulatory requirements of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agei;icy (FEMA, the agency that administers the NFIP) 'that 
mandated local flood plain protection ordinances in order to get 
flood plain insurance. The city of quickly realized that without 
flood plain insurance they would be unable to get grants and 
loans. So in 1985, the.city resolved to commission a re-study 
of their flood plain maps, .ind complete a mitigation plan for 
damage done during the years when the city had withdrawn 
from the NFIP. This study w·as completed in December of 1987, 
and concluded that mitigation measures would be too expensive 
to lower then°present flood levels, and that a new floodway zone 
should be established. By early 1989, Clayton had complied 
with the minimum requirements to be reinstated in the NFIP, 
with the following statement by FEMA: "However, in light 
of the city's past performance in the program and the highly 
detrimental flood plain 5"1evelopment which occurred during the 
period of the city's withdrawal from the NFIP, we will continue 
to monitor Clayton's flood plain management program closely . 
to assure its continued compliance." Unfortunately FEMA did 

·_riot follow up, .and the City of Clayton did not enforce its flood 
plain protection or_dinance as required by FEMA. 

. With Stekoa Creek at flood stage in the foreground, this image 
shows the as yet unexplained flood plain filling project on 

Highway 441 in Rabun County known as the "Duvall sit1;." 

Enter Clayton Mayor Tom Ramey, whose business' "Ramey 
Enterprises" began in January 2008 filling the flood plain at the 
confluence of Stekoa and Needy Creeks, within the floodway 
area qS defined by FEMA, which is a critical unfilled flood plain 
at the north end of Clayton. Having just researched this jssue, -
the Chattooga Conservancy questioned if Mayor Ramey was 
in .compliance with the city's flood plain protection ordinance 
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The "arm pit" of the Stekoa Creek watershed: dumping fill in the 
flood plain; sewage lines in the creek; and,flood-pr{me manholes. 

This site is at the crossing of Marsengill & Shadyside St. in Cla!ton. 

and requested a copy of the permit for this activity, as required 
by the ordinance. After studying the flood plain ordinance, 
city officials agreed that the city must approve a permit for 
filling in the flood plain, and that no filling should occur in the 
"floodway" as defined by FEMA. There was no such permit 
on n~cord for the activity in-question. Thus, the Chattooga 
Conservancy delivered a formal letter to the city requesting 
immediate enforcement of the ordiuance by issuing a stop work 
order. On February 1st, the citY-. marshal issued a stop-work 
order for Ramey Enterprises' filling in the Stekoa Creek flood 
plain. 

On February 121'\ at the regular meeting of the Clayton City 
Council, the Chattooga Conservancy requested that the city 
impose a moratorium on all filling in the Stekoa Creek flood 
plain. The measure passed by unanimousyote. It was also 
agreed to send the city marshal to a trai,ning course on flood 
plain management sponsored by the State of Georgia. Here, 
the state trainers recommended changing Clayton's flood plain 
ordinance that prohibite.d all filling in the floodway, putting 
forth the justifisation that such a prohibition would invite a 
"takings" lawsuit based on the argument that private property 
development rights were being taken away by this development -
restriction. The city council abided, and essentially .created 
an opportunity for floodway filling projects if the project's 

. engineering studies could claim no increase in water levels 
during base flood evep.ts. Mean"'._nile, the Chattooga 
Conservancy will be studying Rabun County's flood plain 
protection ordinance, which would address the greater Stekoa 
Creek watershed as well as numerous streams' in the Tallulah 
River water~hed, to initiate the process of enforcement. 
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(FHA), and the pr.oject , 
1-3 Routing Proposals receded into the I;HA's 

Proposed Technical Correction Through South· Carolina and Original Proppsed Ro_ute massive bureaucracy for 
i-----------....:----,------...,-----,--~.---;-;["5y--;-------:;a,.,-----:-y----=,,-----,-;-:;---;:-;----1 

"""it,,.J;., further consideration. All 
~ ~ the while, citizens have 

~--~""' 

~~"Proposed Technical Correction 
(Connecting to Knoxville) 

~Limited Access Freeway 

continued to-oppose the 
new interstate, calling 
for reallocating the $1.32 
·million study funds to a 
number of other worthy 
federal expenditures, and 
canceling ariy further . 
activity on the project. 

As of the winter of 2008, 
the FHA's I-3 study 
was not yet underway. 
Enter now Rep. Broun's 
proposal for makjng a 
"technical correction:' 

'--n.--,----,,...,..,,..----t to the interstate route, to 
re-direct it through South 
Carolina. Rep. Broun's 
"technical correction" -
would shift the I-3 study 
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to address possible routes · 
from Augusta, GA, through • 

l::::~~~=~====~=~===========~=~~~~=======::::l Greenwood, Clinton and . 
Politicos are attempting to switch the proposed 1-3 corridor out of Georgia and • Greenville, SC, possibly 

into_ South Carolina--where it's not wanted either. map created by Hugh Irwin 
utilizing U. S. 72 and 25, 

INTERSTATE 3 
Now TARGETING SOUTH -CAROLINA 

In classic NIMBY ("not in my back yard!") fashion, U.S . 
Representative Paul Broun (R-GA) moved in early January 
2008 to change the proposed Int~rstate 3 corridor route out of 
northeast Georgia and into neighboring South Carolina. The 
controversial I-3 project, which was revealed to the public in 
·2005 (see Chattooga Quarterly summer 2005),.is a propqsal 
to establish a new interstate highway from Savannah to 
Knoxville by way of northeast Georgia, and possibly through 
the Chattooga River watershed via Georgia state highway 
441 . Since its inception, public concern has led to widespread 
opposition in northeast Georg1a and western North Carolina 
against building a new interstate highway in this area. This 
opposition has been·fueledby well-founded concerns about 
the environmental destruction that would .accompany interstate 
highway construction, as well as other ill effects such as the 
potential for radioactive cargo that could travel this route • 
between the Savannah River Site and Oakridge National 

-Laboratory. 

Meanwhile, 1-3 was allocated $1.32 million of tax payer's 
money- for fl1udy by the Federal Highway Administration 

and from there onward in 
a northwesterly direction towards Knoxville. . The proposed 
SC rou_te would have the interstate plougb- right through family 
farms, prime.hunting territories, historic areas, rural countryside, 

• and then through upstate South Carolina's ecologically unique 
·Blue Ridge Escarpment area. 

The Chattooga Conservancy was one of the first groups to 
oppose the construction ofl-3 altogether, and since 2005 
we've been tracking this issue. Once we learned of this recent , 
"technical correction" proposal, the Chattooga Conservancy 
immediately alerted SC organizations about the switch. Upstate 
Forever, a Greenville-based conservation group with significant 
clout,.has now joined the opposition to the South Carolina route 
in taking a strong position against the I-Jproject. We urge all 
of our South Carolina members to contact U.S. Rep. Gresham 

. Barrett (R-SC) and voice your opposition to the unneeded and 
destructive 1-3 project in South Carolina, and anywhere el~e. 

LAND SwAP: Ni:T Loss or PUBLIC ·LAND , ·N THE 

CHATTOOGA WATERSHED · 

The U.S. Forest Service recently proposed a land swap that 
would result in a 2_34 acre net loss of national forest land in 



14 

Watershed Upd3:te 

Rabun County, GA. It's called the ''multi-party exchange,"· 
and the Forest Service wants to trade away 6 separate tracts of 
national forest land in Rabun County, including 2 large tracts 
totaling about 237 acres on the.East Boggs Mountain Road 
that are slated for management by the Rabun County School 
Board for "fun.ire school system expansion and needs." Another 
sizeable tract of 70 acres on the trade list is adjacent to the (now 
closed) Rabun County landfill and would be owned by -Rabun 
County, while the remaining 3 smalle_r tracts lay along highway 
441 and would be deeded to a 
private landOWI}er_ 

Trading the Boggs Mountain Road 
tracts out of the natio_nal fores~ 

• system would continue the transfer 
of land in this specific area that 
has qeen ongoing over the last few, 
years. Here, recent history shows 
that a large tract was removed from • 
the national forest system in 2000, , 
and another eichange in 2002 of a 
45-acre tract that now houses t_he 
Rabu~ County Middle SchooL 

Around Boggs Mountain, the 
northern portion of the area is of 
particular interest due to. its location 
on some very steep slopes adjacent 
to Stekoa Creek, which is a well 
knewn and very polluted waterway 
in R<lhiln County that is also major 
tributary to the Chattooga River. 

Chattooga Quarteriy 

transfer of these national forest lands into the private sector and/ · 
. or county ownership. Specifically, advocate for management 

practices that ~onserve clean water, green space, and othe_r 
environmental values that are so easily lostwnile development 
activities go forward. 

. FOREST SERVICE -BUDGET 

FACING THE CHOPPING BLO,CK-AGAIN 

Yet another cut in the U. S, Forest 
Service's yearly budget is in the 
·works, if the budget plan submitted 
by the Bush Administration for 
FY 2009 is approved by our / 
congressio;ml, lawmakers. This 

. • most recent proposal amounts to 
, cutting 8% of the agency1s annual 
funding,~and comes on the heels . 
of successive reductions that have 
slashed the Forest Service's budget 
by more than 1/3 since 2001. 
This aiso comes at a time when:_ 
'the Forest-Service's costs due to 
forest fires are soaring, because of 
widespread drought. -

The Bush Administration's budget 
plan could eliminate nearly 
10% of the agericy's work force 

. nationwide, and force cutbacks . 
in road and trail maintenance, ~ 

In anticipation of the land trade 
going through, the Chattooga 
Conservancy has suggested to the 
Rabun County School Board that 
placing a conservation easement 
on these steep slopes would be 
appropriate, as th1s could protec·t 

The Forest Service's budget has been slashed by more than 
one-third sin~e 2001, with this year's proposed cuts_ 
inclusive of fire prevet1tion and_fire preparedness. 

law enforcement, recreation 
(iricluding core sorvices such as 
trash collection and restro9m 
ll}ilintenance ), resear_ch, state and 
private forestry program assistance, 
and other non-fire related programs. · 
Dollars would also be cut from 

this Sel'lsitive area from the types of development that could 
easily cause more erosion, sedimentation, and· fecal poilution 
into the already damaged Stekoa Creek. 

Future manage~ent of tract next to the county-landfill is also 
of conce~ because of the creeks and springs in the area and 
its currentvalue in the community as wildlife habitat and for 
seasonal hunting grounds. Meanwhile, the three tracts next 
to highway 441 ( totaling about 17 acres altogether) slated to 
enter the private sector might also wind up in commercial 
developments that could easily contribute to the spreading 
sprawl along the highway 441 corridor, further detracting from 
the scenic beauty of Rabun County. With the reality of all the 
development pressures continuing to mount on Rabun County's 
private land base, we urge folks 'to follow up on the· a~ticipated 

, fire prevention and preparedness, 
hazardous fuels reduction, and other precautionary fire -

- operations'---.a]J potentially useful programs that could reduce 
the risk of future wildfires. Meanwhile, the agency's line item 

• for outright wildfire fighting would see a significant increase. 
, I • ~ 

This.proposed new budget raises great concerns about thejob 
our federal government is doing as caret~ker of this nation's • 
public lands. Over the pc1.st decade, priorities have shifted away 
from fire prevention, road maintenance, wildlife management, 
recreation, and associated amenities that benefit millions of 

. . visitors to our national forest system, and towards the work of 
fire fighting. And unless ifs changed by congress, the Bush 
Administration's newest financial p1an foi;- the U. S. Forest 
Service will seriously under~ut the agency's mission to "Care 
For the Land & Serve. the -People." . 
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GEORGiA WATER 
· / 

STRONG PROTECTIONS STILL NEEDED 
\ ' ~ ~ 

\ ' . . 

Despite the recent rain, .Georgia i_s still experienciQg one of the 
worst dn,mghts in history. This drought is threatenintriver 
flows and deP,endant aquatic species, clean drinking water 
supplies, and the very foundations of large sectors -of C0lllJllerce. 
In spite of the much-touted Georgia Water Plan that was passed 
during this year's session of the Georgia Statehouse, the state • 

. still needs strong protections for water resources as well as • 
binding regulations that would 'ensure wise ,water use. ' 

\ , Before and during·the 2008 legislative session, the Chattooga 
-Conseryancy worked with the Georgia Water Coalition, which 
is a statewide.network of over 155 organizations, to pro!llote -
improvements to the final draft of the 'state water plan. These 
improvments focused on: establishing regional,water planµing 
areas bclsed on watershed bo1.mdaries ap.d governed by locally ; 
appointed councils; real requirements for water conservation ·­
and efficiency; enfOFceable prohibitions against interbasin water 
transfers; and, requiring that reservoirs be fully utilize.d f9r 
water supply-needs (as oppo~_ed to amenity use) Bowever, both . 
the Georgia House and Senate passed resolutions adopting the 
Georgia W~ter _Council Water Plan without incorporating these 
reasonable improvements, with'the exception of-requiring that • 
new reservoi~s be surrounded by green space buffer zones. As- • 
it stands ~ow, the pl~n has regi~nal water planning~districts· 
drawn along poljtical boundaries instead ofnaturafwatershed 
boundaries; no protection for donor or downstreal)l communities 
against iriterbasin water transfers; aµd, no requirements for • • 
water conservation. 

· Meanwhile, <1:t the local level, the Chatt<;lOga Conservancy· • 
applauds 'the Rab uh County Commissioners for passing 'a 'Yater 
-resourcesJ~solution that endorses many of the conservat~on . 
measures put (orth by the Georgia Water Coalition. We alsq 
encourage ·everyone to keep working together to secure strong 
protections for Georgia's watei_: resources'. -

The!lllll!llecmc 
• 3,310M11all'II 

·, 
• • lh,estock35 Mgal/d 

Domestic/ 
commercial , 
m:Moalld 

. Water use figures for Georgia in 2000 show over "50% going to 
thermoelectric power production (nuclear, oil, and coal energy), 

/ 
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J;JIRD WALK May. 23rt? . 

Join expert birder Jack Johnston . . , ~ ~ ..., 

on the Chattooga Conservancy1s 
annual bird watchjng expedition .. 

Jack will- lead a short hike 
) 

into thf= woods "to identify 
Neotropical migratory birds,· 

. -sharing his vyealth of kru:~wledge 
about f:?ird songs and , 

distinctive markings to i<;leritify 
the birds heard or seen 

on tha expedition. 
' ' 

Meet ~t 8 a.m. sharp at the INGLES 

PARK~NG LOT ON "~· 441 ln Clayton,. 
• Georgia. Ga.th er at the back of the 
=parking lot, over on the side closest 
, ·to the Community Bank bu/ding .. 

Bring binoculars. For more ! nfo, 
call ~he Chattooga ·conservancy at 

706-782,..6097. 
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Members' Pages , 

Many thanks to everyone who,recently renewed their membership, joined, or donated goods ., 
or time to the Chattooga Conservancy. Your generous contrihu!iot?,s'wi!l help us 

-eo!'tinue to work on all of the important conservation issues/acing the watershed. , . 

• Thank you for contributing • Bill Goodman • Malcolm -Skove, Bartram Trail 
• . at or above the ' - Dr. 'Sonny & Mary Ann · , Guides -: 

SPONSOR Je_vel: , Hardman " Andre·w & Cina Smith 
', Sally & Hank Herrmann Joh_n _& Emlly Smith 

Eedee & Doug Adams 

John. Akridge .. -

Josh4a Barnett _ 

Dave & Marcia Barstow 

Hank & su-san Belew 

Deborah Berlin , 

Chuck & Brigitta Bradley . ' 

John Iza-rd, Jr. 

Roger &.Jean Johnson 

Dr. Graydon Kingsland_ 

~ebekah & George. Krivsky 

Lake S:urton Civic Assoc1atioh 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Larsen · 

Laurie Long . 

1:illian ·E. ~mith Foundation 

In Memory of 

Tom Landieth· 

Eedee & _Doug Adams 

------------, 
----------------- Ly9i_a Macauley 

~KYOU Beth Lilly & Pat - , Attn: Nancy S. Fich_ter 
' Mulherin . 

Michael Maffett 
Dr .. John·woodward. 

For Your Outstanding Contribution Knox. M9ssey 

Dev & Mar~aux 
Mcclatchey to the Chattooga Conservancy 

______________ AA, __ _.. Scott McCoy ' ' 

Ch.arlie ·~ KaJhy B~eithaupt 

Dr. John Brower , 

Richard & Elizabeth Bruce 

Richard. Cai,n 

Jae Cashin 

Bill Coburn 

-Jim & Dorothy Corey 

David _& Jeanne Cowan • ~ -

John Crane 

Jeanie & Walter Daves 

Janet ·& Michael Deloach 

Kathryn & .George D_orn 

Ruddy Ellis, Jr. 

Ens & Outs 

'Robert & Nancy Ficht~r 

Henry Finkbe-iner 

. . 

Karen McCracken 
< 

Ann & Richard ' Metzgar 

Lillian Moore -

• Jeffrey & Doris Muir 

Betty & Fred Nolting 

Hugh & Carol -Nourse , 

Cra~g & Teresa Pendergrast 

'· Susan Posey & Willian:, 
Jacobs 

Van & Cynthia Price ' ' 

• Charlie & Susan Read 

George Reid 

James· Richardson 

Guynelle Robbin_s 

Ron Robeson 

zo·e Schumaker 

. Franc~s .Seymour 

Bob & Patri-cia $heehan 

/ 

Court & Kristin StGckton • , 

Walter Stults 

Lorilei Swanson & Mike 
Wechter 

Mark & Ev.anne'Thtes •• 

L9rie & Anthony T~ompson 

. George Chase, Three Forks·. -· 
, , Property.. -

Jody TJnsley & April ,Childress 

St~ve & Pam Wawr_zyk 

. • Chrissie & James Wayt . -

Dr. Eric Weiss 

. David ·& Janie Welden 

In Honor ·of . 

George O'Day ',_ 

~om & Mi~kyWard 

' ' 

Kate Wempe & Andy Hinton 

• Cheryl Williams 

Glenda Zahner 

, ' 
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'Members' Pages ,-

In Honor of 

Marie Mellinger 

Hannah & Hank' Spra.tt ' 

Diana ,& Mike Stafford 

Bob' & Jackie Talford • 

lier Memory & llerWork M_icky & Tom ,ward 
. , David Wheeler & Judith 

Louise Mercer · ' Hallock • 
"Wild Edibles'; group Jini & Elaine" W~iteh,urst .__----~------Thank you for contributing -_ 

Thank you for contributiog at or above the 
- . GROUP /eve/: 

Rick0 & Lyn Asbill 

Anita & Barney Brannen • 

Alvin Burrell 

• at .or above the 
INDIVIDUAL. /eve/: 

Nanette Alexa0d.er_ -
Stan Allen , 

• Stuart & Glen Alsto.n ,· 

Scott & Sandra Anderson 

-

. 
In Memory of 

Kathryn· Guzzi · 

Kathryn & George Dorn 

Ben Cash 

Samuel & Mary Cathey 

Pierce ~ -Margie ,Cline 

Ken & Julianne Collins 

Betty_ Coo~ 

Jimmy & Rebecca, 
Cothran 

.Chris & Anne 
• • Cruikshank 

, 

Michael Dorn 

Tom Dusenberry_ 

·Janice EHiott , 
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• Michael &.Efrend~ ,C_olbe.rt 

Mr:. 9nd Mrs. Walter. Cook 

John & Ruth Dean -Jack St Joyce. Etheridge • 
Sean EV-erett & C~rol • 

Greenberger 
' 

THANKYOU · • William B. Farley 

Joe Ferguson, 
Joe & Dede Hamilton 

- Colin & Tom.my Lines 
Zoe Schumaker 

_ Stephens Federal.Bank 
Dick & Gillian Heywood . 

Nelson ~ Jane Italiano 

Friends o( Lake Keowee 
.- ·_Society 

Greg Leonard 

for Donating Office Furnishings . 

t.o· the Chattooga Conservancy 

Monique Fleuran.t­
Co~per 
Maria ,Fraire 

,Doug Free~an 
L--------~---------~- - Joanna Ga rd ~er 

Edward & Jean' McDowell • ~ ' Patricia Gilsdorf & ; , 

' : 

April McEwen - Barb·ara ,& William Anderson 

Dr. David & Jane Apple 

·David Peteet 
Fred McRee -

Marnie & Albert Norman, Jr. , 

, P'endleton A(ea Saddle Club 

Peter Peteet & Ana Vizurraga 
, . 

Margaret ~ost , _ 
. _ Tom: & Frances Power 

Mr.· & Mrs. Roy G. Ragan 

Speed '& Beth Rogers ' 
Wyatt' Saunders , 

Dudley ·sisk & Barbara Luhn , 

Kathy & _~red Smith · . • , 

Kelly Shropshire Spratt 

Frank Bachelder 

Johnny & Rhonc;la ~ailey ·' 

, Alden Beane _ 

- ·Ralph Griffin 

• Freeman Hall 

Judy !1amm.ond 
.,. • J. -M. M. Harrison 

Sam Hay Ruth Shults & Charles Bradley 

Ri.ck & Sydney Brpwn 

Wallace B. Bruce 

Tom Buckridge 

Alwin Burns 

Jennie & Mar-tin Burrell • 

Elmer Butler 

Don Carter _ 

Jane Holley -

Kimball Johnson, MD 

Jim Kane., 
Am·era Khan 

•• -Adele Kushn'er 

-Eric Kutch • 
' 
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_Members' _Pages 

----------,---, Den=nis Stansell 
In Memory of 

Bob Zahner 

•Lydia:tylacauley 

Richard Melvin & Pauline 
• ~Stevenson --

Robert & Patricia Stowell -

CritStuart & Stuart " 
Str~nger -' 

, InHonorof 

Mark & Oh Soon 
S~ropshire-Turpel_l 

~elly Shr~pshire Spratt 
...._ ________ --'""!',-- David Thomas 

- Madie La Ma-rre & Pamela Cole _ -Eloise Thompson '.Suzanne Williams 

Carole Wintle Norma la·ngley -- Cecile~ -Dwayne Thomps0n 

Sallie Lanier· William_·& -M1ldr.ed Tietjen 
- . -

Peggy Woodruff ·. -
Dr. S. Ro'bert Lathan : Cheryl_ Tryon -Arthur & Elaine Wright 

M·. Ly_nn ·& K_ay Wylie -Gill•is & Brooke MacKinnon 

Lisa ,&_Steve McAdams 

Esto,n & Peggy Melton 

Ken & Bette Mitchell 

Dr. --.John Morse 

Rlchard & Karin Muellei;- • • 
' -

Casey· Mullis 

Steve Nichols · 

·Ed & 'Nancy Nicholson. ·. 

Roger & Elizabeth Nott 
\. ,'' ' 

David Parker 

_ George & Donna Patterson 

Judy ·Pmi der & Bart Pat.ton 

Tom & Sandra p'layer -

- Ge_orge & Vickie P~iter 

Tony & D~nna _ Presley 

Todd & Bambi Reigel 

Thomas Robertsor'i' _ 

- _ ,Judy & Mack Ryland 

• l\lathalie Sato • • 
... \ . ' . .. 

-Yvonne Satterwhite 

' -

Wanda Walton 
• Bryan 'wh-isnant 

•• Robert William,s • 

THANKYOU 

-reaep.t COIJ.lributors to the' 

STEKOA CREE~ PROJECT 
Doug Adams · • . 

• Eedee Adams 
Travis Barnes • 
• ·Hank Belew 

Charlie Breithaupt. -
Kathy Breithaupt 

Gary Deal 
·Ray Genti:y . 

Georgia Cou~cil of Trout Unlimit~d 
Russell Jonnson 
• RayKea:rns 

Bill Kelly 
Dnug Ma.J:?.sfield-
Tom 'Matthews ' 

. Doris & Jeff Muir 

• ' ' K~rin Schaller -~ - ' 
Ocon.;e River Chapter of Trout Unlimited· 

Patagonia Atlanta __ 
. Rabun County Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

Lea Richmond 

- . 

-
Jane Schnell -

Herman Senfer 

Erit & Lyda .Shaffner 

Robert Sheldon 
Violet' Smith -, 

Bet~ Sp~ncer 

Terry Rivers , 
Three Forks Property Owners 

-Larry Walker • 
Jimmy Whiten 

Fritz Vinson 

. \ 
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· ~hattooga. COnserVariCt 

Staff 

- ' 
Executive Director' 

Buzz Williams • • 

Progra~ Coordina~o'r 
Nicole ~ayler ~ • 

, -

- \ 

• The Chattooga Conservancy is 

a 501(c)(.3) n~n-pr?fit . 

. organization~inCO'rporatesi in ~Georgia 

Board of Directors 

Hank Belew· 

• Andy Hinton 

Collin Lines 

• Libby Mathews 

• Jonathan Roberts 
/ 

• ' 

Newsletter 

: -Editors & Production ' 
-~oil_serval)cy Staff 

Printing 
c;;ap Graphics • • 

_ Administrative Assistant ,Betsy Rivard: 

-

Melinda Fischer • Don Sanders 

John Woodward 

Glenda Zahner' 

JOIN & HELP PROT~CT THE CHATTOOGA RIVER WATERS~ED 
' ' ¥ • " • # . -

Donations will ~e used ·ro suppo_rt the Chattooga <;:onsen:ancy's programs 
_ and guarantee delivery of the Chattooga Quarterly. 

We are a_ non-profit organization,' and all contributions are tax-deductible. 

• THANK You1, 

- - - - · 

Memb~l'ship 
Re~ewal □ 

-
Winter I Spring 2008 

Name ______________ ~~---------

Address -----~------------------
' 
Email __ ~ ~-----~~-----~-------~ 

Telciphonl".Number ------ - - ------------

·□Please indicate if you would lik~ to receive· email noticc1s of the 
, online ~ewsletter instead of a paper ~opy. We do ?i~t sell email 

lists, and will keep all informat~on -corifidential. -

• Individual; $30 -- □ Group: -$50 □- · 
' 

Sponsor:. :$75• • -□ • Donation: $ _____ [] ,. 

send to: 

thattooga Conservancy • 
-· P. 0. Box 2008 -
Clayton, GA 305'25-

YouR CONTRIBUTION 1s GREATLY APPRECIA~ED 

19 . 



Chattooga.,C,onserVaricy: 
P. 0. Box 2008

Clayton, Georgia 30525 

/ ,  ,. 

tel. (706) 782-6097 fax (706) 782-6098_ info@chattoog�river.org www.chattoogariver.org 

Purpose: To protect, promote and restore 
- rhe natural ecological integrity.of the 

Chattooga River watershed ecosystems;_ 
·• to ensure the viability of native species in

harmony �ith the need for a healthy human 
environment; and to educate and empower 
communities to pra�tice good ;tewardship 
on public and private lands. 

Made Possible By: 
Chattooga Conservancy Members 

& Volunteers 
Embrace-A-Stream Program, 

National-Trout Unlimited 
Frances A. Close 

The Springs.Close Foundation 
Lillian Smith Foundation 
McClatchey Foundation 

GA River Network 
The Sapelo Foundation 

National Forest Foundation 
Regeatipnal Equipment, .foe. 

Chattooga Conservancy 
P. 0. Box 2008
¢l�yton, GA 30525

Address Service Requested 
, .

.·, 

North Carolina 

Nantahala-Pisgah 
Na!ional Forest 

Chattahoochee 
National Forest 

Bird Walk 
'MAY 23rd! 

. ' 

. Seep. -1S 
for details" 

Cashiei:_s 

. • Sumter 
National Forest 

MouTitain .. 
e Rest 

South Carolina 

Goals: 

Monitor the U.S.'Forest Service's 
management of p�blic forest 

l:1nds in tlw watershed, and work 
cooperatively to develop a sound ecosyst�m 

initiative for the watershed 

• • Educate the �ubllc

Promote- public choice qased on ·credible 
. sc_ientific information 

Promote publk land acquisition by the 
• Forest Service within the watershed

Protect remaining 
old growth and roadless areas 

Promote sustainable-communities 

ltomo'te conservation by 
honoring cultural herit;ge 

·Non-Profit Organization
Bulk Rate Permit #33 •

Clay.:ton, GA 

,. 

printed �n recycl;d p"aper 
100% post-consumer waste 

. ; 
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