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Watershed Update 
SECRET INTERNAL MEMO LEAKED  

FROM FOREST SERVICE 
 
Stamped “NOT RELEASABLE,” briefing papers about major 
logging in the Southern Appalachians have been leaked 
from the Forest Service’s leadership team.  The secret memo 
recommends that local District Rangers be given the power 
to designate national forest lands solely for producing “tree 
crops.”  Areas for wildlife habitat, recreation, watershed 
health, and old growth trees would be excluded under this 
plan.  This move would reverse years of planning and 
citizen involvement, and be a major change from the 
Southeast’s recently released draft national forest 
management plans.  These plans were unveiled for public 
scrutiny and comment this past spring, and gave lip 
service—at least—to emphasizing values such as clean 
water, recreation opportunities, ecosystem health, wildlife 
areas, and old-growth forests.  Managing for tree crops 
would nix this!  Watch for the final, revised national forest 
plans that shall determine future management of public 
lands in the Chattooga River watershed; they’re due out in 
the spring of 2004. 
 

STEKOA CREEK STILL STINKS! 
 
Rabun County and the City of Dillard, Georgia have 
retained an engineering firm to perform a “watershed 

assessment” of eleven streams in the area.  The majority of 
these streams empty into the Chattooga River, and so far the 
assessment has captured current data about water pollutants 
including fecal coliform, sedimentation, and phosphorus.  
Outstanding are the excessive fecal coliform readings for 
Stekoa Creek, a major tributary to the Chattooga River’s 
“section IV.”  Stekoa continues to be a pox on the 
Chattooga’s water quality, consistently flowing into the 
Wild & Scenic River with muddy, smelly waters laced with 
fecal coliform.   
 
Meanwhile, the Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD) has required the city of Clayton to conduct a 
comprehensive sewer system evaluation survey.  The city 
would like to expand its current sewage treatment plant 
from 800,000 gallons to one million gallons per day.  This 
sewage plant releases its effluent into the beleaguered 
Stekoa Creek.  However, the EPD will not approve the 
expansion until the city patches up its leaking sewer system, 
which is also contributing to the high fecal coliform count in 
Stekoa Creek.   
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
FOR HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID SURVEY 

 
The Chattooga Conservancy is updating our Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) map of Hemlock Woolly 

Adelgid (HWA) 
infestations in the 
Chattooga River 
watershed.  This fall, 
we ask for volunteers to 
step forward!  Help is 
needed to collect 
current data about 
HWA infestations, 
which are likely 
spreading south through 
the watershed.  The GIS 
map will identify the 
best areas for releasing 
the beneficial 
Pseudoscymnus tsugae 
beetle.  This predator 
beetle feeds exclusively 
on the adelgid, and 
large numbers of it will 
be raised at Clemson 
University for release in 
the spring.  Please help 
us scour the forest for 
new HWA infestations.  
To volunteer, contact 
the Chattooga 
Conservancy at 706-
782-6097 and 
crwc@rabun.net High fecal coliform counts have been documented in Stekoa Creek, a major tributary to the Chattooga River. 
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Member’s Page 

Nanette Alexander 

Altria Group, Inc. 

Frank Bachelder 

Quentin Bass 

Tom Buckridge 

Alvin Burrell  

Jack Candler 

Jeanne Calle & Rick Letz 

Peter & Licia Cleaveland 

Michael & Brenda Colbert 

Julianne Collins 

Ken Collins 

Gloria Daniels 

Barbara & Bill Denton 

Michael Dorn 

Thomas Dunken 

William B. Farley 

Clayton & Katharine Farnham 

Robert & Nancy Fichter 

Mark & Melinda Fischer 

Dr. Samuel & Dorothy Hay 

Nancy Heath 

Evan Heckel 

Keevil Helmly 

 

Mary Katherine Hodgson 

Richard Hoffman 

Nelson & Jane Italiano 

Curtis & Jane Jackson 

Roger & Jean Johnson 

Richard Lally 

Gail Lamb, MD 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Larsen 

Greg Leonard 

William & Eleanor Majure 

Steve Marks 

Elizabeth Mauldin 

Freda & Johnny McFarlane 

Mort, Helen & Frank Meadors 

Jo Myers 

Jane Nelson 

Bill & Esther Noel & family 

Noel family 

Hugh & Carol Nourse 

Dr. Robert O'Kezley 

Karen Osborne 

Doug Patrick 

B. Patterson  

George & Jane Polk 

Stephen & Carol Raeber 

George Reid 

Brandon Holmes / River Medic 

Nathalie Sato 

Michael & Elise Sharbaugh 

John & Emily  Smith 

Michael  Stafford 

Tom & Tina Stults 

Walter Stults 

Jeffrey Tryens 

Verizon Foundation 

Nancy Waldrop 

Robin & Wallace Warren 

Thomas Welander 

Bruce Williams 

Sam Williams Advertising 

John Woodward / Clayton Veterinary 
Hospital 

Robert & Glenda Zahner 

 

 

MANY THANKS to all who recently renewed their membership, or joined the Chattooga Conservancy.  Your generous 
contributions will help us continue to work on all of the important conservation issues facing the watershed. 

In memory of Edward Owens 

Joan & Bill McCormick 
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Friends of the Mountains 
Western NC Alliance 

SC Forest Watch 
South Carolina Sierra Club  

The Wilderness Society 
Forest Service Employees for 

Environmental Ethics 
Foothills Canoe Club 

Atlanta Whitewater Club 
Georgia Canoeing Association 

Lunatic Apparel 
 
 

Higgins Hardwood Gear 
A. F. Clewell, Inc 

Atlanta Audubon Society 
National Wildlife Federation 

Action for a Clean Environment 
Georgia Botanical Society 

Georgia Ornithological Society 
Columbia Audubon Society 
The Georgia Conservancy 

Southern Environmental Law Center 
Central Georgia River Runners 

 
 

Arkansas Canoe Club 
Mountain Rest Clipper 

Georgia Environmental Organization 
Timber Framers Guild  

of North America 
Government Accountability Project 

Dagger, Inc. 
Pothole Paddles 

Turpin’s Custom Sawmill 
Mill Creek Environmental Services 

 

Endorsing Organizations 

We are a 501C3 non-profit 
organization, incorporated 

 in Georgia. 
 

Staff 
 

Executive Director 
Buzz Williams 

 
Development Director 

Nicole Hayler 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Carol Greenberger 

 
GIS Analyst/ Technical 

Coordinator 
Eric Orr 

 
 
 

Newsletter 
 

Editors, Buzz Williams, 
Nicole Hayler, 

& Eric Orr 
 

Production and Layout, 
Eric Orr 

 
Printing, 

Gap Graphics 

Board of Directors 
Dave Barstow 
Claudia Taylor 
Don Sanders 

Robert Zahner 
Glenda Zahner 
Betsy Rivard 

Lew Dorn 
Cecile Thompson 
Libby Matthews 

 
 

C h a t t o o g a  C o n s e r v a n cC h a t t o o g a  C o n s e r v a n cC h a t t o o g a  C o n s e r v a n c yyy   

MEMBERSHIP 
Join and help protect the Chattooga River watershed 

 

Your contribution is greatly appreciated! 
Donations will be used to support the Conservancy’s work,  

and guarantee you delivery of the Chattooga Quarterly.   We’re a non-
profit organization, and all contributions are tax-deductible. 

THANK YOU! 

Send to:  
Chattooga Conservancy, Inc. 

2368 Pinnacle Dr. 
Clayton, Georgia 30525 

Renewal Fall 2003 

Name______________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
Email _____________________________________________ 
Tel. number_________________________________________ 

 Individual: $15  Group: $30  

 Donation:______  Sponsor: $50  

 Please indicate if you would like to receive email notices 
of the online newsletter in lieu of a paper copy.  We do 
not sell email lists and will keep your info confidential. 
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Purpose:  To protect, promote and restore the 
natural ecological integrity of the Chattooga 
River watershed ecosystem; to ensure the 
viability of native species in harmony with the 
need for a healthy human environment; and, to 
educate and empower communities to practice 
good stewardship on public and private lands. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Goals: 
 

Monitor the U.S. Forest Service’s 
management of public forest lands 

 in the watershed 
 

Educate the public 
 

Promote public choice based on credible 
scientific information 

 
Promote public land acquisition by the Forest 

Service within the watershed 
 

Protect remaining old growth  
and roadless areas 

 
Work cooperatively with the Forest Service to 

develop a sound ecosystem initiative  
for the watershed 

 
 

Chattooga Conservancy 
2368 Pinnacle Drive        

Clayton, Georgia  30525  
(706) 782-6097 tel.    (706)782-6098 fax    crwc@rabun.net Email    www.chattoogariver.org   

Non-Profit Organization 
Bulk Rate Permit #33 

Clayton, GA 

 
 

Made Possible By: 
Members and Volunteers 

Turner Foundation 
Patagonia, Inc. 

Frances A. Close 
The Sapelo Foundation 

Appalachian Forest Resource Center 
Environmental Systems Research Institute 

Chattooga Conservancy 
2368 Pinnacle Drive 
Clayton, GA  30525 
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